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LAST MONTH when PV Sindhu’s South
Korean coach Park Tae Sang boarded the
flight for Tokyo Games, he was a social media
nobody with a mere 328 Instagram follow-
ers. Within days of Sindhu winning the his-
toric bronze, Park’s phone had a notification
overload.

“Oh, it’s crazy, crazy, crazy! Just a second,”
he says before pulling out his phone to show
the current count of close to 18,000, major-
ity of them being Indians. So used to seeing
national coach P Gopichand on the sidelines
for significant games, India wanted to know
about the calm coach with a serene smile.

The new-found fame in a foreign land has
come at a cost and is a result of a tough deci-
sion he took. Taking up this pandemic-time
assignment meant Park has been away from
his young family for a long time.  

“My 4-year-old daughter (Soyu) would
call me every day and say, ‘Papa when are
you coming home? I felt very sad at times.
After the pandemic, it was very tough for me
and Sindhu. For almost two months we could
not practice. But as soon as the cases went a
little down we started practice and I decided
to not go to Korea because it would further
affect her training,” he says.

“Since last February I have met my fam-
ily for 13 days. One-three, not three-zero,”
says the 42-year-old coach.

Before he landed in India, Park had to take
a major call. In retrospect he feels it was one
of the best decisions he has taken. 

After resigning as South Korea’s national
coach, Park received a call from his alma
mater, Dongeui University, to train juniors.
But that was also the time he got an unex-
pected text message from the Indians to train
the men's singles players.

Park knew it would be a demanding job
but he had an unfulfilled dream that the
comfortable university job close to home
would not fulfil — winning an Olympic
medal.

Adjusting to India too took some time.
Initially, Park was staying at a Korean guest
house in Hyderabad and found food suited
his taste buds. But since they shut shop dur-
ing the pandemic, Park had to rent an apart-
ment and do his own cooking.

“I miss Korean food. But I like Indian food
too. Butter chicken, stir-fried chicken, tan-
doori chicken,  paneer, dosa and lassi drink
are my favourites.”

Even before he joined Indian badminton,
Park knew what he was signing for. 

As a player, Park, a 2002 Asian Games
gold medallist, missed out on a bronze in the
2004 Athens Olympics. 

As a coach two of his students faltered at
the quarterfinals of the mega event. India
was his chance at redemption.

“This is a dream come true for me. I cried
a little bit when Sindhu won. Just a little bit.
When I was a player I lost in the quarterfinals
at the Athens Olympics. After that I switched
to coaching my two women’s singles play-
ers from Korea but they lost in quarterfinals,”
says Park.

But dreams of Olympic proportions take
a lot of effort. 

Shoring up defence 
And in Sindhu’s case, team effort. Park

had observed the Rio silver medallist’s game
closely and felt her defence needed massive
improvement to stand any chance of win-
ning consecutive medals.

It is no secret that Sindhu has a very

strong attack. With a lot of tournaments can-
celled in the run-up to the Olympics, Park
had a lot of time to focus on tightening her
defense.

“Sindhu had this habit of making the
shuttle contact very low. I always told her
if she made contact one centimetre higher
that would mean the opponent would have
to retrieve a centimetre lower.

“It’s important to catch more height.
We would sometimes get two or three
men’s singles players to hit drop shots at
Sindhu and I would ask her to return it
from a higher position. It allows you to fin-
ish off the point in the next shot. I teach
the juniors the same thing, it is very very
important,” explains the master tactician,
almost ready to jump off his seat to show
it in action.

Although Sindhu has shown a “200 per

cent improvement” in her defence since the
Worlds she was outwitted by the deceptive
Tai Tzu Ying of Chinese Taipei in the semi-
finals. “Her defence against Tai Tzu was not
good enough so there was no connect or at-
tack. I told her you have to sometimes do a
deceptive drop shot when in such a posi-
tion. The same as what Tai Tzu does,” says
coach Park.

Although things did not go as per plan
against world-class Tai Tzu, Park says the
journey with his diligent student will con-
tinue. He is struggling with English words to
convey Sindhu’s eagerness to train. After a
point he gives up, he reaches for the phone
and looks for google translation app. His fin-
gers runs on the keys and he looks up with a
smile as he holds up the phone. “She is
greedy about badminton” – flashes on the
screen and Park gives a nod.  

18k followers, Olympic medal:
Coach Park’s India takeaways

PV Sindhu’s coach Park Tae Sang, who has met his family for just 13 days since February last year, shows a picture of his
daughter Soyu. Park uses google translator to express Sindhu’s passion for the game. With Sindhu in Tokyo. AP/Express 
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AFGHAN ATHLETE Zakia Khudadadi made a
plea for help on Tuesday as she sought to es-
cape Kabul and revive her shattered dream of
becoming the country's first female competi-
tor at a Paralympic Games.

The Afghanistan Paralympic Committee
(APC) said on Monday the country's two
para-athletes would not be at the Games
starting in Tokyo on August 24 due to turmoil
following the Taliban's takeover.

The insurgents have overrun major cities
and now control most of Afghanistan.

Para-taekwondo athlete Khodadadi said
in a video message from Kabul provided to
Reuters by the APC's London-based Chef de
Mission Arian Sadiqi that she felt "impris-
oned", staying with extended family but un-
able to go outside with confidence to train,
shop or check on others.

Speaking in Farsi, and translated by
Reuters, she said she felt an additional bur-
den to her relations who did not have enough
food to feed their own children.

"I request from you all, that I am an
Afghan woman and as a representative of
Afghan women ask for you to help me," she
said. "My intention is to participate in the
Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games, please hold
my hand and help me. I urge you all, from the
women around the globe, institutions for the
protection of women, from all government
organisations, to not let the rights ofa female
citizen of Afghanistan in the Paralympic
movement to be taken away so easily. The
fact that we ourselves have lifted ourselves
from this situation, that we have achieved so
much, it cannot be taken lightly. I have suf-
fered a lot, I don’t want my struggle to be in
vain and without any results. Help me."

Khodadadi, 23, and track athlete Hossain
Rasouli had been scheduled to arrive in
Tokyo on Tuesday but were unable to fly out.

The Taliban told reporters at their first of-
ficial news conference in Kabul on Tuesday
that they would respect the rights ofwomen
within the framework of Islamic law. 

The news conference came as the United
States and Western allies evacuated diplo-
mats and civilians and followed scenes of
chaos at Kabul airport as Afghans desperate
to flee the Taliban thronged to the terminal.

Afghan woman
Paralympian
appeals for help
to get to Tokyo   

Dubai: India will clash with arch-rivals
Pakistan in their ICC T20 World Cup opener
on October 24 in Dubai, the ICC announced
on Tuesday. 

As per the schedule announced by the
International Cricket Council (ICC), India's
next opponent will be New Zealand on
October 31 in Dubai, followed by a match
against Afghanistan in Abu Dhabi on
November 3.

India's remaining two Super 12 matches
are against the winner of Group B
(November 5 in Dubai) and second placed
side of Group A (November 8 in Dubai).

The tournament's first round kicks offon
October 17 in Oman, with the hosts taking
on Papua New Guinea and Bangladesh play-
ing Scotland.

Group A consists of 2014 champions Sri
Lanka, Ireland, the Netherlands and Namibia,
while Group B has Bangladesh, Scotland,
Papua New Guinea and Oman.

The top two teams from each group will
qualify for the Super 12 stage.

The Super 12s -- round two of the tour-
nament, with two groups -- will begin on
October 23, with Australia facing South Africa
in Abu Dhabi and England up against title
holders and two-time champions West
Indies in Dubai.

The first semifinal will be held in Abu
Dhabi on November 10, while the second will
be played in Dubai on November 11.  The fi-
nal will be held in Dubai on November 14
with November 15 marked as reserve day.
The tournament is being hosted by India in
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Oman
since a third wave of the COVID-19 is being
anticipated at that time of the tournament.  

Pakistan captain Babar Azam is looking
forward to opening their campaign and said
his side will feel at home in UAE conditions
having played there on consistent basis. 

“For Pakistan, the ICC Men's T20 World
Cup 2021 is like a home event as the UAE has
been our venue for more than a decade. We
have not only nurtured our talent and devel-
oped our side in the UAE but have also beaten
the top sides in these conditions to peak to
number-one in the ICC T20I Team Rankings,”
he said. “All the players are excited, moti-
vated and enthusiastic, and view this tour-
nament as an opportunity to showcase our
prowess and re-establish our superiority in
the shortest format ofthe game in conditions
that suit us best.”  PTI

T20 World
Cup: India to
play Pakistan
on October 24 

India’s Schedule 

Oct 24: vs Pakistan, Dubai (6pm). 
Oct 31:  vsNew Zealand, Dubai (6pm).
Nov 3:  vs Afghanistan, Abu Dhabi (6pm)
Nov 5: vs B1, Dubai (6pm).
Nov 8: vs A2, Dubai (6pm)

Khodadadi, 23, and track athlete

Hossain Rasouli had been

scheduled to arrive in Tokyo on

Tuesday but were unable to fly

out of the country.
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¹F¾F½Fa°FSXF½F ¨F½WXF¯F d½FIYFÀF ´Fi¾FFÀF³F ´Fi¶Fûd²F³Fe
SXFªF·F½F³F AF½FFSX, ¶FF¯FZSX SXÀ°FF, ´Fb¯FZ-urrqqx

RYû³F ³Fa. qsq-svwqyrvz / yrxv

BÊ-d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF
k¹F¾FQFl°FeÕX 'Bids for The Rate Contract of Supply

of Stationery Items Throughout the year 2021-2023' ¹FF
IYF¸FFÀFFNXe ³FF¸FFadIY°F AFd¯F AFd±FÊIYQÈáëF ÀFÃF¸F ½F ´FbSmXÀFF A³Fb·F½F AÀF¯FFº¹FF
ÀFa¶Fad²F°F ½¹FF½FÀFFd¹FIYFaIYOcX³F k¹F¾FQFl¨¹FF ½F°Fe³FZ dQ³FFaIY ry/qy/sqsr °FZ
qy/qz/sqsr ¹FF IYFÕXF½F²Fe¸F²¹FZ BÊ-d³Fd½FQF ¸FF¦Fd½F¯¹FF°F ¹FZ°F AFWZX°F.

ÀFQSX BÊ-d³Fd½FQF ·FSX¯¹FFÀFFNXe www.mahatenders.gov.in

¹FF ÀFaIZY°FÀ±FTF½FSX CX´FÕX¶²F AÀFc³F, d³Fd½FQFQFSXFa¨¹FF ¸FFdWX°FeÀFFNXe
www.yashada.org ¹FF ÀFaIZY°FÀ±FTF½FSXWXe CX´FÕX¶²F AFWZX. Ad²FIY
¸FFdWX°FeÀFFNXe B¨LcXIY d³Fd½FQFQFSXFa³Fe ÀFQSX¨¹FF ÀFaIZY°FÀ±FTFÀF ·FZMX ôFF½Fe.

BÊ-d³Fd½FQZ¨FF IYFÕXF½F²Fe dQ³FFaIY ry/qy/sqsr °FZ qy/qz/sqsr
AÀFF AÀFc³F, BÊ-d³Fd½FQF ·FSX¯¹FF¨FF Aad°F¸F dQ³FFaIY qy/qz/sqsr, Qb´FFSXe
qt.qq ½FFªFZ´F¹FÊa°F AFWZX.

d³F¶Fa²FIY, ¹F¾FQF

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT
MANTRALAYA, MUMBAI- 400032

APPLICATIONS are invited for filling up vacant post of State Commissioner for Right to
Service in Konkan Division.
Proforma for sending particulars for consideration for the post of State Commissioner
for Right to Service, Konkan Division, Annexure and detailed advertisement are available
on the Government of Maharashtra web site www.maharashtra.gov.in
Interested candidates should submit their application within 30 days from the date of
publication of this advertisement. Persons who have already submitted their application
for the above post prior to publication of this advertisement shoul submit their
application afresh.

DGIPR 2021-22/1637
Joint Secretary, Government of Maharashtra
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